COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE PELHAMS

Congregational – United Church of Christ

   August 31st 2008          Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Please note that “**” indicates when one is invited to stand in worship.

Bold print indicates the parts of the service the congregation joins in speaking.

Prelude
                     
Ringing of the Hour

Welcome/Announcements

Call to Worship                                        (from a traditional hymn)
Leader: Behold us, Lord, a little space from daily tasks set free, and met within thy holy place to rest awhile with thee. 
People: Around us rolls the ceaseless tide of business, toil and care, and scarcely can we turn aside for one brief hour of prayer.
Leader:  Yet these are not the only walls wherein thou mayest be sought
People: On homeliest work thy blessing falls, in truth and patience wrought. 
Leader: Work shall be prayer, if all be wrought as thou wouldst have it done
People: And prayer, by thee inspired and taught, itself with work be one. 

 

**Hymn                          For All the Saints
burgundy hymnal #306

Opening Prayer

Lord God, be with us in this time of worship. Help us to hear Your voice and to seek Your way, not just for an hour, or for yet another quiet Sunday, but for our whole lives. May this time together help us to start fresh, and to find new ways of loving and serving You, as we love and serve our neighbors. Amen. 
Prayer of Confession

Lord, You rejoice always in the Truth, and Your Word says that he Truth will set us free. Yet sometimes, we do wrong with the Truth. We love the fact that proves us right. We love the chance to show another wrong. We forget that the Truth can wound, and that each of us must come to it in his or her own time. Forgive us. Help us to be kind as well as right. Help us to remember the most important Truth of all: that You love us, and You call us to love one another. Help us always to speak the Truth, but also to learn to speak it always in love. And now we ask You to help us as we speak the Truth of our own prayers before You. Amen.
Silent Prayer and Words of Assurance

Sung Response:                 Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,

world without end, Amen.
Scripture Readings   

Matthew 16:21-28  

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

**Hymn                   Take My Life and Let It Be 
burgundy hymnal #404
Sermon                  ~ Rev. Maxwell Grant ~
**Hymn                Jesus, Thou Divine Companion 
burgundy hymnal #409
 Pastoral Prayer

Call to Prayer: 

God be with you….and with you also.

Let us pray….. 

Prayers of the People (there will be times of silence made available twice during this prayer: once, to offer our concerns; and once again later, to lift up celebrations)

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever.  Amen

A Time for Offering

Offering Invitation

Offertory                
**Giving, Praising: 

Sung Response:
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Him, all crea- tures here be- low. Praise
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Fa- ther, Son and Ho- ly Ghost. A- men.




                                                                              

**Hymn               Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I Go 

burgundy hymnal # 406

**Benediction

        Sung Response  


       

Grant us thy peace upon our homeward way,

With thee began, with thee shall end the day.

Guard now the lips from sin, the hearts from shame

That in this house have called upon Thy name. Amen

(burgundy hymnal #60, v.2)
**Passing the Peace

**Postlude     
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